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An ICS Summer offering

I

They came from all over Ontario. Some were students, some
teachers, some counsellors, some actors, some early in life and
some later in life. Some were there for the first time, some came
back for more. They all came together during a three-week period
in July to take two-week courses in the fourth annual ICS/Wycliffe
summer school.
his year the summer school
was a successful mix of old and
T new courses. “Issues in
Christian Psychotherapy,” taught by
ICS Senior Member Jim Olthuis, and
psychologist Mary VanderVennen,
along with “Women in the Bible,”
taught by Wydiffe professors Marian
Taylor and Ann Jervis, were offered in
ICS dassrooms. it is perhaps a testi
mony to the reputations of these
instructors that these courses drew
even larger classes than when they
were first offered in the summer
school program.
ICS Ph.D. student Jim Leach taught
“Performing God’s Praise,” a study of
Christianity and the performing arts.
Terence Donaldson from the College
of Emmanuel and St. Chad in Saska
toon led a course on “Matthew’s Story
of Jesus.” One course, “Eschatology,”
was offered for the last time since its
instructor, Reginald Stackhouse of
Wycliffe, retired at the end of the
summer. In addition, this year the
summer school offered a short course
on “Computers in Biblical and Theo
logical Studies,” taught by Harry
Hahne of Ontario Bible College.
Summer school is more than just
dasses, however. Each year this group
of diverse students and instructors
builds community around a number of
events. Central to these is chapel, held
three times a week and led by instruc
tors and students. This year the
meditations focused on the Gospel of
Mark and drew parallels between the
ministry of Jesus and the common

by Sylvia Keesmaat

ministry of all engaged in study and
teaching in the kingdom. The musical
leading of Chris Barrigar, the summer
school director, was a high point of the
chapel services.
In the evenings a barbecue, a film
night and a lecture were all well
attended. Jim Leach led a discussion of
the film “Safe,” an exploration of one
woman’s struggle with environmental
disease. Terrence Donaldson presented
a public lecture entitled “Why Evange
lize the Gentiles?” which explored the
reasons for Paul’s Gentile mission.
ICS’s Sylvia Keesmaat responded to
the lecture.
Each year, when summer school has
ended, we
think again
about what
has been
accom
plished.
When we
think about
the wide
range of
students,
about the
common
striving for
daily obedience in the areas of psy
chology, performing arts, biblical
studies, theology, and gender rela
tions, about times of worship and
times of fellowship, it seems that
summer school is not merely a chance
for students to pick up another
academic credit but also in itself an
offering of praise to God.

“...summer school is
not merely a chance
for students to pick up
another academic
credit but also in itself
an offering of praise to
God.”

—

Mana,i Taylor
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FROM THE
PRES DENT

Harry Fernhout

Shaping a living
tradition

T

he Institute’s faculty is in a time
of transition. Within the past
year the Board of Trustees
approved the appointment of three
new full-time and one part-time
faculty members. This represents a
turnover of one third of the faculty.
Change of this kind can be unsettling.
But we can also see this transition as a
clear sign of God’s faithfulness and of
the vitality of the Institute’s mission.
From the very beginning, the goal
of equipping men and women for
scholarly service was at the heart of the
ICS venture. Already in 1965, before
the Institute opened its doors, the
Board of Trustees noted that in “the
continuing present crisis of our world”
the emerging Institute “must bring
home to the hearts and minds of this
student generation the claim which the
revelation of God in Jesus Christ
makes upon the whole scientific and
scholarly enterprise.” The founders
were convinced that their top priority
must be the development of a core
group of scholars capable of exploring
“the inner point of connection”
between God’s revelation and the
various fields of learning. This goal
was, in their view, more important
than the rapid development of a
college/university with a broad
curriculum. Institutional development
should be a secondary consideration.
The founders were convinced that this
unusual strategy held the most longterm promise for the development of
Christian learning.
Thirty years later very significant
aspects of the vision of the founders
are being realized in the life of ICS. The
recent faculty appointments clearly
demonstrate that a new generation of
scholars is ready to carry on the task.
The early ICS faculty (Hendrik Hart,
Bernard Zyistra, James Olthuis, Calvin

Seerveld) represented, we could say,
the first generation—all of them had
Dutch Christian Reformed back
ground, all had studied with Dr. H.
Evan Runner at Calvin College, and all
completed doctoral studies with
scholars such as D. Th. Vollenhoven
and Herman Dooyeweerd at the Vrije
Universiteit in Amsterdam.
The transition began with the
appointment of persons such as Paul
Marshall, Harry Fernhout and William
Rowe. None of them attended the Vrije
Universiteit, but all had studied at ICS
at the master’s level. This generational
change has been consolidated with the
recent appointments of Carroll Guen
Hart and Vaden House. Both of them
graduated from the Ph.D. program
which ICS offers in cooperation with
the Vrije Universiteit. Carroll and
Vaden also embody another key
feature of the ICS learning community:
coming from non-Dutch, non-Re
formed ethnic and denominational
backgrounds, these scholars have
united with the rest of the faculty and
the student body in pursuing the
academic mission of ICS. In this new
generation of academic leaders the
dream of the founders lives on.
Together with the first, this new
generation of leaders stands in a
tradition of scholarly inquiry which
affirms Jesus Christ as the one by
whom all things were created, in
whom all things hold together, and
through whom all things are recon
ciled to God (Col. 1: 16-20). Like their
predecessors, these ICS scholars
translate this confession into a persis
tent emphasis on the inner renewal of
scholarship, that is, the pursuit of
scholarship which finds its basis,
orientation and guidance in a
worldview rooted in the Scriptures.
Members of the ICS faculty receive the
scholarly heritage of this tradition as a
gift, and believe that it has resources to
fruitfully assist and guide efforts to
gain reliable insight into reality.
ICS faculty members seek to help a
rising generation of students appropri
ate this heritage in various ways.
Hendrik Hart introduces them to the
intricacies of Dooyeweerd’s philoso
phy; Robert Sweetman tells stories of
the past to help students understand
the present; Sylvia Keesmaat focuses
attention on the great biblical story to
provide students with orientation

points for their scholarly journeys;
Carroll Guen Hart, in the Worldview
Studies program, explores what it
means practically, in the crucible of
cultural action, to work with key
concepts and ideas (like “sphere
sovereignty”) from this heritage.
The new generation of ICS scholars
is also charged with carrying forward
their tradition of scholarship. As
graduate school leaders, ICS scholars
are expected to be busy at the leading
edge of their respective fields in their
research and teaching. As Christian
scholars they are called to pursue
creatively what the ICS founders called
the “inner point of connection” be
tween a biblical vision of reality and
their respective fields of expertise.
This is a dynamic process. ICS asks
its scholars to rework old ideas and to
construct new ones. In this process
ideas inherited from the Institute’s
intellectual tradition are not to be
treated as articles of the Institute’s
creed. Rather, they are tools to be used,
refined and perhaps discarded as ICS
scholars explore creation and exchange
ideas with others engaged in the same
task. This much is dear: the current
generation of ICS scholars must not
simply repeat the verities of the past—
to do so would be to forfeit the task of
reforming learning in light of the
Gospel. An immense amount of work
remains to be done in the scholars’
efforts to witness to Christ as the
Renewer of thought and learning.
Recent faculty transitions at ICS
demonstrate the faithfulness of God
from one generation to the next. The
vision of our founders was not a pipe
dream. Where the path of this new
generation of scholars will lead is not
dear today. But we may trust the same
faithful God to enable us, a generation
from now, still to be busy shaping a
living tradition.
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CON FERENCES

Keeping the garden:
At home in Alberta
by Sylvia Keesmaat and Brian Walsh

T

he theme of this year’s Alberta
ICS Family Conference was
“Keeping the Garden: Tending

Our Creational Home,” and we were
honoured to be involved to present
plenary addresses, workshops, devo
tionals, worship and preaching.
The theme of “home” that permeated
the conference was certainly appropriate
because this conference has a decided
sense of homecoming to it. People
throughout Alberta make this annual
pilgrimage to the Deer Valley Meadows
conference centre in the Red Deer Valley
precisely to rekindle a sense of being athome with each other in God’s world.
Through discussions, worship, sharing
meals and sitting around the campfire
the Alberta conferees annually build
community at this conference. There is a
profound sense that these people are
busy with the task of homemaking
together. It was a privilege this year for
us to be welcomed into that community
as guest speakers.
But homecoming and homemaldng
can only occur in the context of the
devastating homelessness that character
izes our culture. In sessions on the
ecological crisis, systemic injustice and
the problematics of a postmodern
culture we confronted and struggled
with a broad sense of the homelessness
that permeates our time. But this was
only a small focus of the conference, for
the workshops outlined an alternative
imagination rooted in Scripture, and an
alternative lifestyle that such an imagi
nation engenders.
Workshops on “Celebrating Cre
ation” (Sylvia Keesmaat), “Hands- on

Ontario Family Conference:
At home at Ridley College
by Connie Kuipers

T

urn of the century architec
ture, sprawling lawns, church
bells chiming the quarter hour,
stone archways and shady trees—
these are just some of the attributes of
Ridley College, St. Catharines, which
set the stage beautifully for the 1996
ICS Ontario Family Conference. For
the 38th time this annual conference
featured a weekend of social interac
tion, keynote speakers, workshops and
entertainment.
Conference activities were based on
the theme At Home with the Spirit:
Foundations of Christian Family Life. This
theme recognized that whatever type
3/INSTITUTE FOR CHRISTIAN STUDIES

of family life we are in, from singles to
young families to retired couples, we
are all part of a family structure. The
key issue for the holiday weekend
was: i-low do we reflect the love and
presence of God to our family members,
whether young or old, in all situations?
ICS invited two keynote speakers
with long experience in promoting the
integration of family life and spiritual
ity. Rev. Maijorie J. Thompson,
Director of the Pathways Center for
Christian Spirituality in Nashville,
Tennessee, encouraged churches to
support families in their vocation to be
centres of spiritual formation. She

Alternatives in your Backyard” (An
thony Looy), “Personal and Political
Actions to Care for Creation” (Kathryn
Olson) and “Making your Church a
Creation Awareness Centre” (Harry
Spaling) encouraged our homemaking
in a creation that still groans in travail.
A worship service that focused on
“Celebrating All of Creation” (with
Keesmaat preaching and leading the
communion service) served to bring all
of our prayers, hopes and struggles
together in an act of worship. Add to all
of this a “Liturgical Walk” led by Harry
Cook, Harry Spaling and Henk
Bestman in which we made a covenant
with and sang (with spirited accompa
niment by Harry Cook on the har
monica) for the sky, water, earth and
geography of the Red Deer Valley—
then we knew that this earth is indeed
sacred ground, especially when trod on
by a homecoming community.
But more than any of the individual
things which happened at this confer
ence, the ethos of the weekend was the
most striking. We were placed in a
community which was not technically
our home, and yet we found ourselves
at home with others who are engaged in
the common task of attempting to be
faithful in the kingdom. The joy of
talking through issues with others who
long for the healing of creation and are
taldng small steps in that direction gave
energy to the talks and workshops. In
the end we came away with much more
than we brought.
offered stimulating, practical ideas in a
refreshing low-key manner.
Dr. James Olthuis, Senior Member
in Philosophical Theology at ICS,
spoke on “Belonging, Respect and
Sharing.” Using ifiustrations based on
his counselling practice, he offered
suggestions of practical ways in which
families can be places of acceptance,
honour and respect for all members.
You can buy tapes of Thompson’s and
Olthuis’s keynote addresses for $5.00
each, induding postage.
Eleven workshops featured topics
related to the conference theme,
further helping participants integrate
their faith and family life. The work
shop topics and leaders included:
Home Grown Prayer and Finding the
• Holy in Holidays with Marjorie Thomp
(Continued on page 6)
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SENIOR MEMBERS
Paul Marshall has
returned from his
sabbatical leave
with a new pub
lished book in his
hand. Published by
the University of
Toronto Press, its
title is “A Kind of
Life Imposed on
Man: Vocation and Social Order
from Tyndale to Locke”. Marshall’s
point is that vocation, or calling, is
the idea that everyday work is the
locus of Christian obedience.
The publisher says that Marshall
offers “the first systematic study of
the development of the idea of
vocation in England from 1500 to
1700.” The doctrine of calling was a
key element in various English social
theories. It emphasized personal
responsibffity yet still treated the
social order as divinely sanctioned,
and it produced a distinct “Protes
tant ethic,” if not the one that Weber
had in mind.
Marshall writes that “it was
through an idea of calling that
everyday work acquired religious
significance. The peasant and the
merchant came to be seen as doing
God’s work just as much as the nun,
the priest, and the magistrate. The
idea served as a baptism of the
world of work by the church.”
You can buy the book through
ICS—see the back page to place your
order.
Hendrik Hart has
set for himself a
very active pro
gram in prepara
tion for his year of
sabbatical leave.
He sent a paper on
hermeneutics for
publication in
Christian Scholar’s
Review, a paper on Richard Rorty to
Faith and Philosophy, and a paper on
Herman Dooyeweerd to the
Dooyeweerd Centre at Redeemer
College.
Hart has finished two chapters in
another book he is preparing to

publish with Kai Nielsen, to which
other Canadian philosophers will
also contribute, a book being edited
by Hart’s ICS doctoral student Ron
Kuipers. He is also working on
revisions to the ICS doctoral studies
program in cooperation with the
Vrije Universiteit in Amsterdam.
Hart’s sabbatical project is to write
a book on the subject of change,
particularly on the difficulty of
dealing with the idea of changing
norms.
Calvin Seerveld
taught workshops
with John Smith
(Australia) and did
art critique with
Karen Mulder
! (U.S.) at CHAIROS,
a week-long mter
national sympo
sium for European
Christians in the Arts, held at Doom
in the Netherlands, August 17-22.
Then he and William David
Romanowski (Calvin College) gave
seminars on art and current cultural
problems at the Greenbelt (rock
music) Festival outside London,
England, August 23-26.
Seerveld’s article on
“Dooyeweerd’s idea of ‘historical
development’: Christian respect for
cultural diversity” was published in
the Spring 1996 issue of the
Westminster Theological Journal. This
special issue is dedicated as a
Festschrift to retiring Westminster
Seminary Professor Robert Knudsen.
You may not think of Seerveld as a
historian, but two South African
professors have recently published
an article very appreciative of
Seerveld’s work in furthering their
historical research. Tn the South
African Journal for Contemporary
History Gideon Strauss and Kobus
Smit of the University of the Orange
Free State have drawn on Seerveld’s
publications on art historiography to
help them develop an approach to
the writing of history in the context
of post-colonial Africa. They write
with appreciation for the ways in
which Seerveld’s historiographical
methodology have suggested for
them a range of investigative possi
bilities.
-

EDU
CATIONAL
SERVICES
Bob VaiiderVemieii

Seerveld’s farewell
speech now available

W

e have printed up in an
attractive 36-page booklet
Calvin Seerveld’s convoca
tion address which signalled his retire
ment. The title is “Philosophical Aes
thetics at Home with the Lord: An
Untimely Valedictory.” The booklet
includes three photos, Seerveld’s
translation of Psalm 91, his versification
of Genevan Psalm 141, and a poem by
Luci Shaw.
In the address Seerveld identifies
concisely what he considers to be
essential to faithful work in aesthetics,
what he understands to be the best kind
of Christian scholarship, and the ways
in which he has attempted to do it as a
trust before the Lord. The booklet
fittingly brings to a dose Seerveld’s
formal service at ICS.
Thesis on biblical hermeneutics available
We are offering to interested readers the
164-page ICS master’s degree thesis of
James K. A. Smith titled In or After Eden?
Creation, Fall and Interpretation.
Traditions as diverse as evangelical
theology and contemporary continental
philosophy link interpretation inextrica
bly to the fall into sin and our fallen
state. In contrast, Smith understands
interpretation to be an aspect of beingin-the-world, complicated by fallenness.
The focus of the thesis is on how
writers and traditions understand
interpretation itself. What does an
author understand to be happening in
the process of reading? How do philoso
phers and theologians understand the
role of interpretation in “knowing?”
From his consideration of four
models of interpretation, Smith pro
poses a creation-pneumatic model. The
four models he evaluates are those of
Rex Koivisto and Richard Lints, of
Wolfhart Pannenberg, Martin
Heidegger and Jacques Derrida. James
Olthuis supervised the thesis research.
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A newsletter of
gift planning ideas
for friends of the
Institute for Christian
Studies

Number 1, 1996

has 1
Welcome...
To the first edition of basICS! This is the first ICS
newsletter dedicated solely to helping you make better
choices about gift planning. The ICS tradition of excellence
in Christian Scholarship continues to depend on the
voluntary support of a wide community.
ift planning, is a major part of our community’s life. Through this annual
newsletter we plan to help you understand every aspect of gift planning, from
tax credits to bequest and estate planning, basICS will also include profiles of
campaign successes, stones of donors who invest in ICS and ideas to make giving more
meaningful for families, couples and singles. We hope that this annual newsletter is
informative and exciting. Enjoy!

G

New Tax Laws:
YOUR DOLLAR GOES EVEN FARTHER!
.....•4

You can now claim
tax credit5
for charitable gifts
up to

500/0

of your

net annual income
(raised from 200/o).

•.••••..

The Canadian Government has changed the federal tax laws regarding charitable giving.
Good news: the new laws are heavily in your favour! These changes benefit everyone who
supports registered charitable organizations in Canada. The changes will also benefit
those who support the Institute for Christian Studies, which accepts gifts to support
Christ.centred research and education.
Here are the changes: You can now claim tax credits for charitable gifts up to 50°/o
of your net annual income (raised from 200/0). Also, your estate can benefit: your estate
can daim tax credits for bequests at 100% of your net income (raised from 20%).
This is retroactive for one year.
The changes can be complicated. But the point is this: in addition to the tax credits
(continued on next page,)
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New Tax Laws:
YOUR DOLLAR
GOES EVEN
FARTHER!
[continued from page 1)

you now receive for donating (you can receive from 3 40/0 to 530/0 of each gift back in
tax credits) there are significant new tax advantages to giving.
If you are informed, you can benefit. For information on additional tax savings,
or if you have any questions, call Christian Stewardship Services at 800-267-8890
or 416-598-2181. This service is sponsored by ICS and gives donation and
investment advice at no cost to you.

Truus Vanderkloet:
DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT
She brought to Canada
a deeply held commitment
to Christ centred learning

Many in the ICS community have been members for up to 40 years. Truus Vanderkloet
has played an active role in ICS since its days as a movement in the 1950s. A committed
advocate for Christian education and long-time ICS member, Truus Vanderkloet’s story is
part of ICS’s history.

at all levels.
This dedication runs deep:
“In Holland,” she reflects.
“Christian education was
bred in the bones.”

he and her late husband, Ed, emigrated from the Netherlands to Sarnia,
Ontario in 1952. They arrived with a group of immigrants who became part
of a Dutch-Canadian movement for Christian social action and education.
Truus comments that they were shocked when they came to Canada and saw the state
of Christian education (particularly its lack of government funding) as compared to
Holland. They all invested time, finances, volunteer hours, and energy into helping

S

Christian education become a better possibility for Canadians. For Truus, education is
an integral part of the Christian life. She brought to Canada a deeply held commitment
to Christ centred learning at all levels. This dedication runs deep: “In Holland,” she
reflects, “Christian education was bred in the bones.”
This is why Truus and her husband Ed joined ICS in 1956 (when it was known
as The Association for Reformed Scientific Studies, later The Association for the
Advancement of Christian Scholarship (AACS)).

REMEMBER

Truus currently lives in Etobicoke, Ontario. Her seven kids have moved out of the
house so she busies herself as a volunteer: Treasurer of Classis Toronto, Treasurer
of Toronto Campus Ministries and active member of Rehoboth Christian Reformed
Church. Truus continues to take a lively interest in the work at 229 College Street.
She faithfully sends an annual donation and has included a gift for ICS in her will.

Ask for donation

receipts and save
them for tax

Thanks to members like Truus Vanderkloet, ICS has built and will continue to build
on a tradition of excellence hi Christ-centred graduate scholarship.

time. You need
them to receive
your tax credits.
2 basiCS
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The Rewards of a Capital Campaign
ICS BENEFITS FROM A GENEROUS CAMPAIGN
The library has also been
able to purchase three
computers. This will make
it possible to place
the catalogue of the entire
collection online.
This will allow researchers

With the help of numerous donors, ICS has been able to significantly improve library
services.
ibraries are the lifeline of research for any graduate school. Although ICS
scholars have access to libraries at the University of Toronto, it does not meet
all of their needs. ICS faculty and students carry out specialized research in
philosophy. This is why the ICS library is so important. With 25,000 volumes of

L

uniquely Reformed and Christian philosophical literature (some of it found only at ICS),
the ICS library is a vital resource for scholars both at ICS and across North America.

easy access to the

This collection has been significantly improved with the help of generous donors over
ICS library from anywhere

the past four years.

in the world.

Gifts collected through the 1992 Anniversary Campaign have enabled ICS to hire a
full time librarian for a five year tenure, Marci Frederick. In addition, under Marci’s
leadership, the library has added 20 new journals, purchased 400 new volumes and
catalogued 1300 volumes.
The library has also been able to purchase three computers. This will make it possible
to place the catalogue of the entire collection online. (Marci hopes to finish this
project by January of next year). This will allow researchers easy access to the
ICS library from anywhere in the world.
Already the ICS collection has attracted attention. Researchers from around North
America and as far away as Italy, South Korea, Australia, South Africa, Nigeria and
England have used materials from the ICS collection.

TEACH
y ici4 !e aware
of charitable giving.
Commemorate a
season by sending a
gift to your favourite
organization.

Thanks to the support of donors to the Anniversary Campaign, the library is an
excellent resource centre for students and faculty!

MAKE
it a family affair!
When you celebrate
Christmas, decide as
a family to which
organizations you
will give during
the next year.
Institute for Christian Studies
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The Juurakko Family:
NEW MEMBERS BRING FRESH PERSPECTIVE
a •. a •.. a. a • ••a .. . . . .. a a. a •....... a a •. . aa..

“Higher

level education in

the academic community
has little room for a
God centred viewpoint.”
Hannu and Erica agree
that ICS is both vital
and essential because
it is a “credible
God—centred viewpoint.”

EVER THOUGHT
of placing a gjft f
More and more
people are planning
gifts such as willed
gifts, bequests,
life insurance
policies, etc.. Some
send willed gifts to
set up memorial
scholarships for
students.
Call ICS for
more information.

What do YOU think?

ICS continues to expand its community with new members. In this issue of basiCS,
we are pleased to welcome the Juurakkos, one of our new donor families.

H

annu Juurakko, Erica Snippe-Juurakko and their children, Evan (11) and Jared
(almost 9), live in Thunder Bay, Ontario, where they attend Bethlehem Christian
Reformed Church.

a

Hannu came to Thunder Bay from Finland when he was six months old. Presently he
is the accountant and part owner of Coastal Steel Inc. in Thunder Bay. Erica came from
Hamilton, Ontario, sixteen years ago and is presently a Health Care Professional in
Occupational therapy. Jared is beginning a new school year in grade four and Evan is
at the start of his year in grade six.
Erica and Hannu first became aware of ICS when they joined Bethlehem CRC. Their
interest was piqued, particularly, by ICS board member Peter Heerema, who attends
the same church.
As one who has taught in the Ontario university system, Erica recognizes the need for
ICS: she saw very little tolerance for a religious viewpoint or religious understanding
during her teaching experience. She comments: “Higher level education in the
academic community has little room for a God-centred viewpoint.” Hannu and
Erica agree that ICS is both vital and essential because it is a “credible God-centred
viewpoint.”
As an accountant, Hannu recognizes the funding needs of ICS which generates most
of its income from voluntary gifts. He also comments that, compared to other
organizations, the $100.00 membership donation is a very reasonable amount. He and
Erica are happy to take part in ICS by sending an annual gift. Thanks to new members
like Hannu, Erica, Evan and Jared, the ICS tradition of excellence in Christian
scholarship will continue.

We invite your comments and suggestions about basiCS. Call Mike den Haan at ICS,
416-979-2331.
basICS is published annually as a service to the friends of the Institute for Christian Studies.

For more information call or write:

Development Office at

Institute for Christian Studies
229 College Street, Second Floor, Toronto,
(416) 979-2331 Fax: (416) 979-2332

4 basiCS

Institute for christian Studies

Ontario M5T 1R4

.growing in service

Reclaiming the Future
by Hamj Fernhout

I

t was a privilege for me to partici
pate in the international confer
ence on Christian schools held in
July in Sydney, Australia. It was
organized by Christian Parent Con
trolled Schools (CPCS), the Australian
equivalent of Christian Schools
International (CSI). The purpose of the
conference was to bring together
people involved in Christian schooling
from around the world, to get to know
one another, to encourage and chal
lenge one another, to exchange ideas,
and to increase our awareness of
Christian schooling as a global move
ment.
Most of the 1200 people who
attended were Australian teachers,
parents, school board members, etc.
About a quarter of the delegates were
from outside Australia. They repre
sented about 20 countries in North
America, Europe, Asia and Africa.
About 15 Canadians attended (profes
sors, regional curriculum coordinators,
administrators and a few teachers).
The plenary addresses by Bob
Goudzwaard and Nicholas
Wolterstorff focused first on the
challenges facing Christians in our
time (economic, environmental,
political, the challenges of disintegrat

ing worldviews, postmodernism, etc.).
Bob and Nick followed this up with
suggestions for how Christian educators
can address these challenges.
Ruth Dealdn from England gave a
very informative and moving plenary
address on developments in Christian
schooling in Europe, in countries as
diverse as Denmark and Poland. It was
amazing to hear how the Spirit is
moving in the educational field in these
countries, and it was great to have a
sense of being part of a much larger
movement.
The conference featured a wide
variety of plenary presentations in
different “strands,” and an even wider
variety of workshops.
Among ICS-related people, Brian
Walsh gave a stirring plenary address
on the challenges of the postmodern
spirit for Christian education. Junior
Member David Smith and I each gave a
“strand keynote” and a workshop.
The conference was characterized by
a wonderful spirit, particularly in the
times of worship and singing. The event
was very well organized and the
Australians were great hosts. A good
number of visitors took the opportunity
to visit Australian Christian schools
during the week prior to or after the
conference.
A next international Christian
education conference is scheduled to be
held in the Netherlands in the year 2000.

ICS welcomes Jeanne Jordan-Awang as Janice Leach departs

A

t

In addition to her strengths in office
fter serving for several years
management and academic proce
as Academic Administrative
dures, Jeanne’s gracious personality is
Assistant at ICS, Janice Leach
appreciated by all the staff.
and her family have moved to Aim
Arbor, Michigan, where she and
her husband Jim have become co
directors of Trinity House
Theatre. Our heartiest good
wishes go with Janice and Jim
and their children.
Moving in to Janice’s chair is
Jeanne Jordan-Awang, who
comes to us from a similar
position at George Brown College
in Toronto. Jeanne is a native of
Guyana, where she worked for
the Canadian High Commission.
She emigrated to Ottawa, where
she had various positions in
business, sales and college work.
Janice Leach (left), and Jeanne Jordan-Awang.
She moved to Toronto in 1991.
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Participants in the “Christian Modern
Language Teacher” workshop answer the
question ‘1f aliens used our modern language
text books to learn about human behaviour,
what would they find?” Junior Member
David Smith led this popular workshop on
July 11,1996.

ALUMNI
James K. A. Smith (1993-1995) and ICS
doctoral student Shane R. Cudney
have had their article ‘Postmodem
freedom and the growth of fundamen
talism: Was the Grand Inquisitor
right?” published in the Canadian
journal Studies in Religion.
Nancy R. Pearcey, philosophy student
at ICS during 1983-85, has written with
Charles B. Thaxton the book The Soul of
Science: Christian Faith and Natural
Philosophy, which has been published
by Crossway Books. Nancy lives in
Washington, D.C., where she is
executive director and producer of
BreakPoint, the radio ministry of
Prison Fellowship.

Corrections
The article by Richard Middleton and
Brian Walsh titled “Facing the
Postmodern Scalpel: Can the Christian
Faith Withstand Deconstruction?” was
published in Christian Apologetics in the
Postinodern World, edited by Timothy
Phillips and Dennis Okholm
(InterVarsity Press 1995), and not in
the book cited in our latest issue.
Jeff Dudiak’s paper on Middleton and
Walsh’s book Truth Is Stranger Than It
Used To Be was presented to the
Canadian Theological Society.

Rooted in faith...

Guidelines for controversial subjects
are extended

A

t its recent meeting the Board
of Trustees supplemented its
guidelines for faculty mem
bers whose speaking or writing may
bring public controversy.
All faculty members are committed
to regard all their public statements as
ministry in God’s service. This implies
a conscious effort to be guided by and
to submit to the Word and Spirit, and
to demonstrate respect for the body of
Christ. The Institute’s concern is not to
restrict the public statements of its
scholars but to consider their appropri
ateness as to time, place, circumstance,
occasion, context and audience.
Since ICS scholarship at the gradu
ate level requires critical thinking at
the cutting edge, controversy cannot
be completely avoided. Sensitive
issues exist, but the simple fact that

people don’t like to have a certain
subject discussed does not necessarily
mean it can’t be dealt with. The
Board—and ICS supporters—appoint
the faculty to a responsible task which
includes the delicate calling to be busy
with front-line thought on sometimes
controversial issues.
If a faculty member thinks that
something he or she wants to say
might harm the Institute, the person
will consult with colleagues and/or
the president. Advice as to whether the
proposed activity is judged to be
responsible must be given promptly. If
the president thinks it is warranted, a
committee of three persons may be
appointed. If the committee and the
faculty member reach agreement, that
will be reported to the president. If the
president agrees, the faculty member

ONTARIO FAMILY CONFERENCE
(Continued from page 2)

The Diary of Adam and Eve for the

son; Keeping the Bloom on Love: A Work
shop for Couples with James Olthuis;
Catch Your Breath: God’s Invitation to

Sabbath Rest with Don Postema, based
on material from his forthcoming book;
Good Fences Make Good Neighbours?
Boundaries in the Family with Annette
Dekker Tensen; Responding to Homosexu
ality: Parents Tell their Story with per
sonal stories from Peter and Ruth Dale
and Johanna and Adrian Peetoom; Open
Adoption: Family to Family by Pat Allen
of Beginnings Counselling and Adop
tion Services; Family Matters and Public
Policy by Gerald Vandezande of Citizens
for Public Justice; Families in
History by Helen Vreugdenhil; What’s
the Matter with Conflict? with Reinder
Klein; and Family Drama: Interactive /
Playback Theatre with Joe Abbey
Colborne.
The Children’s Program, organized
by Heather Kuipers, and the Teen
Program, put together by Theresa
Meinen and Dory Strikwerda, were
important features of the conference,
and celebrated creativity and coopera
tion for these younger family members.
The Ridley swinuning pool was a muchappreciated feature for families with
kids.

may go ahead. If not, the matter will be
referred to the Senate for its decision.
An appeal to the Board is possible for
its binding decision.
A person at the Institute who thinks
that someone is not observing these
guidelines may appeal to the presi
dent, who will bring the guidelines to
bear on the matter. When the guide
lines are followed but some public
controversy results, the president,
Senate and Board wifi support the
person whose statements are found to
be controversial.
But in our sinful world mistakes
will be made and misunderstandings
will take place. Apologies may need to
be made, along with explanations.
Leadership is risky. Leaders need to
exercise responsible caution, those
who appoint them to leadership need
to show the grace of restraint, and
when mistakes are made and acknowl
edged they should in the end be put
behind us. RVV

Actor Joe Abbey Colborne performed
Saturday evening entertainment. This
play, a humorous look at family life
through the eyes of the world’s first
family as imagined by Mark Twain,
offered Twain’s somewhat cynical point
of view. Viewers were enthusiastic
about Colborne’s fine acting, though
some questioned the use of Twain’s
19th century play with its sometimes
stereotypical portrayal of men and
women, and its offering of a different
point of view from the standard Chris
tian interpretation of the creation story.
Regardless of one’s view, the play did
offer food for thought.
Sunday saw the conference partici
pants join the nearby Jubilee Fellowship
Christian Reformed Church for two
services of worship through word and
song. The Jubilee congregation splen
didly organized and contributed to the
morning service. Rev. Peter Slofstra’s
liturgy and message took worshippers
through a day in the life of a family
from morning bustle of breakfast to
prayers with children at bedtime.
Leading the Taizé style Sunday evening
service, Rev. Don Postema encouraged
worshippers to be “adult friends of
God.” Postema was also the worship
leader for the conference weekend,
leading morning devotions and a

L
Ridley College, St. Catharines, which set the
stage beautifully for the 1996 ICS Ontario
Family Conference.

workshop.
We look forward to next year’s
conference where we will meet again
to be challenged with new ideas from
a Christian perspective, and celebrate
God’s faithfulness to ICS and its
supporters.
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.grozving in service

Colloquium brings together passion for missions
and reformational woridview

New students from
near and far

A

T

four-day discussion in
Leeds, England, in June
brought together Anglican
Bishop Lesslie Newbigin’s powerful
insights into contemporary world
missions with the Kuyperian views of
Christian presence in the world that
are promoted by ICS.
In three lectures given at Duke
University Divinity School in October
1995 Newbigin argued that of the 20th
century’s two dominant forms of
civilization, Marxism has collapsed
leaving only a secular, liberal, capitalist
and democratic form. He proposed a
Christian alternative, yet one which
lacked the grit of the reformational
Christian vision of society.
Co-organizers of the event were ICS
Senior Member George Vandervelde
and Michael Goheen, who is writing
his doctoral dissertation on
Newbigin’s insights. Goheen is now
using his study and research under
Vandervelde at ICS toward a doctor’s
degree from the University of

Nijmegen in the Netherlands.
The twelve conference presenta
tions included papers by Vandervelde,
Goheen, ICS president Harry Fernhout
and several other scholars with close
ties to ICS. The event, held at the
comfortable and spacious home of
David and Ruth Hanson, was very
relaxed and enjoyable, reports
Fernhout. Because Newbigin is nearly
blind, all the papers had been read to
him, as well as distributed to all
participants, before the discussions
started. Newbigin had a very firm
grasp of their contents and engaged in
a creative dialogue, says Fernhout. The
event was also valuable for the stimu
lating dialogue among the 30 neo
Calvinists who were present.
There is a plan for the papers given
to be published in book form, which
will help stimulate cross-fertilization
between the reformational cultural
insights and world evangelism in our
day. RVV

Sexual harassment policy adopted

A

long with most institutions,
ICS now has a formal policy
on sexual harassment,
recently approved by the Board of
Trustees. The five-page policy was
drafted by the Gender Concerns
Committee, whose formation was
announced last year.
The context of the policy, the
Introduction states, is that ICS is
‘committed to the Christian ideal of
community and to mutual concern
and loving care for the welfare of
others.” So ICS is committed to
providing a safe work and study
environment where the dignity of
each person is upheld and respected.
ICS “wifi not tolerate sexual harass
ment in the community” either on
the Institute premises or elsewhere.
The president is mandated to
appoint a Sexual Harassment Officer
who wifi encourage sensitivity and
awareness of gender issues in the
workplace, and through whom
complaints can be brought. Harass
ment is defined in the policy state7/ INSTITUTE FOR CHRiSTIAN STUDIES

ment, and examples of inappropriate
words and actions are given. Confi
dentiality, record-keeping, education,
time frames and modes of appeal are
given, with final appeal and decision
in the hands of the Board of Trustees.

I

he number of new graduate
students at the Institute is not
large this year because faculty
changes have made student planning
difficult. But it’s an excellent group,
which includes the following fulltime
students.
Master of Philosophical Foundations
students are Chris Cuthill, Jennifer de
Groot, Timothy Erickson and Pi-Deuk
Park.
Chris is a recent graduate of Re
deemer College in Ontario, and will be
studying aesthetics. Jennifer has the
B.A. degree in philosophy from The
King’s University College in
Edmonton, and she plans to study
systematic philosophy. Timothy will
use his degree from North Park College
in Chicago, with a major in philosophy
and minor in physics, to study philo
sophical theology. Pi-Deuk received a
Bachelor of Theology degree from
Sung Kyul Christian University in
Korea and holds a Master of Theologi
cal Studies degree from McMaster
Divinity College in Hamilton. He is
pastor of a Korean Methodist Church
and will study hermeneutics and
Biblical studies at ICS.
Peter Noteboom has enrolled in the
ICS Special Studies program. Peter is a
1984 graduate of Dordt College, Iowa,
with majors in business administration
and philosophy. In 1989 he received
the Master of Arts degree in European
Studies from the Katholieke
Universiteit Leuven in Belgium. He
recently returned from Niamey,
Republic of Niger, where he has been
living and working for the past several
years. He will be studying at the
doctoral level.
Expecting to enrol late is Kong
Ming’an, a graduate with a B.A. degree
in philosophy from Ren Mm University
of China. He wishes to study philo
sophical theology for the M. Phil. F.
degree. He is hoping to receive his visa
in mid-September.
We expect to introduce these
students to you in future issues.

_____
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READING TO DEEPEN YOUR CHRISTIAN INSIGHT
A Kind of Life Imposed on Man: Vocation and Social Order
$45.00
from Tyndale and Locke, by Paul Marshall (hardcover)
Philosophical Aesthetics At Home with the Lord:
An Untimely Valedictory, by Calvin Seerveld
$ 3.50
In or After Eden? Creation, Fall and Interpretation,
$ 9.00
by James K. A. Smith (ICS M.Phil.F. thesis)
An Ethos of Compassion and the Integrity of Creation,
$36.50
edited by Brian Walsh et al.
$73.90
Woridviews: The Challenge of Choice, by Ken Bad ley
$17.95
Dancing with your Shadow, by Steve Shaw
Truth Is Stranger Than It Used To Be: Biblical Faith in a
Postmodern Age, by I. Richard Middleton and
$22.50
Brian j. Walsh
Pledges of Jubilee, edited by Lambert Zuidervaart and
$29.75
Henry Luttikhuizen
A Christian Critique of Art and Literature,
$14.95
by Calvin Seerveld, (2nd edition)
of
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TAPES FROM THE ICS ONTARIO FAMILY CONFERENCE
Supporting the Spiritual Vocation of Families,
by Marjorie Thompson
(no mailing cost)
Belonging, Respect and Sharing, by James Olthuis
(no mailing cost)
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Add 10% of total for mailing (mm. $2.00)
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$
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