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“Besides the excellent courses 
and the outstanding mentorship, 
the learning environment at ICS 
is radically different from other 
academic institutions. At ICS 
the isolating competitiveness of 
graduate school is replaced with 
transforming collaboration.  
Faculty, staff, and students always 
remind each other that schooling  
is a formation process of the 
whole person. It makes the 
learning experience all the more 
enriching and fulfilling.”

Hector Acero-Ferrer
1st year PhD

Higher Learning with a Higher Calling

We give people the resources through research, graduate education, 
and community service to live out of God’s promise and be ministers 
of Christ’s restoration of the world.

We offer MA and PhD programs in Philosophy, a Master of Worldview 
Studies, and a growing slate of distance education courses to provide 
an intellectual foundation for this ministry. 

We conduct interdisciplinary research and cooperative scholarship  
in partnership with non-academic and academic institutions, believing 
that our calling is to be agents of reconciliation in everyday life. 

We forge community as we seek God’s wisdom for the world and our 
calling in it.
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President’s Report

These initiatives draw on our roots, buttressed 
by social media technologies and driven by an 
enlarged sense of possibilities in service of our 
purpose. Our 5oth anniversary is just two years 
away, but we envision new horizons stretching 
well beyond then. We know that wisdom is a  
gift from God, made possible by the light of  
the gospel message of all things reconciled in 
Christ. Together we are laying the foundation  
for achievement in the decades ahead.

It is my privilege to present this Annual 
Report, my second as President. The Holy Spirit 

has been moving among us in many ways, converg-
ing by divine design, I believe, on coherence in 
service of our vision. We are working on a number 
of relatively recent and growing initiatives, each 
of which extends our reach into the community by 
making our teaching and research more accessible. 

Each of these initiatives, outlined on the facing 
page, bolsters our mission to be at the cutting edge 
of Christian scholarly formation. They also promise 
more sustainable revenue streams, to better supple-
ment the generosity of our donors. More importantly, 
each one is a further step towards the “University  
for the People” ICS’s founders strove to build. 
Indeed, we foresee tailored offerings for the bulging  
demographic of retirees, many of whom will have  
an appetite for experiential learning opportunities 
around faith-life integration concerns. 

Doug Blomberg
President



Renewed Energy and New Initiatives at ICS

• Adjunct faculty recruited to design and 
teach courses addressing the “hinge issues” 
of society, culture and vocation we cite as 
integral to our mission, for people in all walks 
of life. 

• Christian scholarly formation for college/
university faculty, possibly with a part-time 
PhD. 

• Exploration of partnerships with a number of 
undergraduate Christian institutions. 

• A new Director of Advancement, Patricia 
Webb, who is accelerating our fundraising 
efforts.

• Nik Ansell’s Continuing Ed/ge initiative, 
providing a “walk through the Bible” from 
Genesis to Revelation for people interested in 
Reformational perspectives on Scripture but 
not in extended programs.

• The Centre of Philosophy, Religion and Social 
Ethics’ commitment, spearheaded by Ron 
Kuipers, to research “from the ground up”, in 
partnership with community organisations. 

• A new program for Christians in the 
workforce, entitled Wayfinding: Identity, 
Belonging and Vocation, conceived by new 
faculty member Gideon Strauss.

• The Urban Ministry concentration for 
missionaries in Central America.

• A summer semester in Orvieto, designed by 
Rebekah Smick, serving writers and artists 
in pursuing their vocational and personal 
interests. 

• Official recognition of a part-time Master of 
Arts, serving employed people. 
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Why Study at ICS? A Professor’s Perspective

“ICS is where students find their purpose in God’s world”

“I often recommend ICS to my graduating students, particularly 
to the intellectually curious ones searching to discover how their 
faith can further enliven the life of the mind. Church is not aca-
demic enough to keep them interested, but the secular academy 
is not willing to engage the questions of deeper meaning that 
matter to them, and their faith formation would be lost. ICS is 
where these young leaders discover that there are others like 
them, and that they all have been uniquely gifted by God to be 
used by God for the furthering of God’s glory. ICS shows these 
students how to make their faith and their intellect work together, 
to flourish as God intended, for the betterment of all.”

Neal De Roo
Associate Professor of Philosophy 
Dordt College, Sioux Center IA
ICS Graduate, Class of 2005
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Engaged Learning for Enlightened Minds

SUPERIOR ACHIEVEMENT

• Our Junior Members published four articles 
and one book review in refereed academic 
journals, remarkable for students in the midst 
of their degree programs. 

• In all, our Junior Members gave 12 
presentations to academic and other 
conferences in North America and Europe. 

• We were able to award 11 scholarships to our 
qualified Junior Members in support of their 
studies.

A PROFILE OF OUR STUDENT BODY 

• We reviewed 12 complete applications, all 
from excellent students, 10 of whom were 
accepted and 9 enrolled as Junior Members. 

• Total enrolment at ICS stands at 42 Junior 
Members: 13 in the MA program, 7 in the 
PhD program (plus 17 in the research stage),  
and 5 in the Master of Worldview Studies.

• Across our total offering of 27 courses, we had 
138 course registrations, a figure that includes 
students enrolling in single courses from the 
Toronto School of Theology or via distance 
education. 
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Serving God’s Glory: An update on some of our recent graduates

• Daniel Mullin (PhD 2013) recently published 
his dissertation, Democracy Without Secularism: 
A Pragmatist Critique of Habermas. He now 
offers client counselling as a philosophical 
practitioner in Toronto, certified by the American 
Philosophical Practitioners Association. 

• Jelle Huisman (MA 2013) works with 
international teams in partnership with the 
Roma Bible Union and teaches at the Evangelical 
Theological Seminary in Osijek, Croatia. 

• Tina Covert (MWS 2014) is a special education 
consultant and resource specialist at Timothy 
Christian School in Barrie, ON. 

• Sarah Hyland (MWS 2014) completed teacher’s 
college at the Ontario Institute for Studies in 
Education and is now working as a teacher with 
the Peel District School Board. 

• Rachel McGuire (PhD 2015) will publish her 
thesis, The Dangerously Divine Gift: A Biblical 
Theology of Power, in ICS’s series Currents in 
Reformational Thought. She is working in 
curriculum development for continuing education 
at Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School. 

• Diane Bergsma (PhD 2015) teaches with the 
Department of Women’s Studies at Brock 
University.

• Joanna Sheridan (MA 2015), formerly Curatorial 
Assistant/Collections Archivist at Blackwood 
Gallery (UofT), is Program and Practicum 
Assistant at OISE.
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A Joyful Convocation

On May 18, 2015, ICS Trustees, Senators, 
staff, members, family and friends gathered to 

celebrate the graduation of six accomplished Junior 
Members. They came to ICS from Iowa, Alberta, New  
York, Ontario, and New Mexico via Saskatchewan. 
Their thesis topics ranged from Plato to C. S. Lewis 
to the Gospel of Luke, from Kierkegaard to herme-
neutics to Bathsheba and David and Kristeva.  
Chancellor John Kok conferred four Masters and two  
PhD degrees. We value highly their contributions 
to our communal life and sent them out with this 
charge: “In the name of Christ Jesus, to use the 
insight you have gained to be of service in God’s 
world, acting in the Spirit for the flourishing of 
human life in peace and justice.” We were also  
witnesses to the inauguration of Dr. Doug Blomberg 
as President, pledging to support his leadership.

Matthew 
Johnson, MA

Rachel 
McGuire, PhD

Carolyn 
Mackie, MA

Stefan 
Knibbe, MA

Dianne 
Bergsma, PhD

Joanna 
Sheridan, MA
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Teaching, Mentoring and Scholarship 

A FRUITFUL FACULTY 

It has been another productive year for our faculty 
at ICS, who have continued their impressive pace 
of research and published scholarship even as they 
expand the breadth of our course offerings and  
dutifully guide students towards the completion  
of their dissertations. 

Their achievements include, among scholarly 
publications, a total of 5 refereed journal articles,  
8 encyclopedia articles, 3 book reviews, 2 book 
introductions and 1 published interview. Faculty 
were also active in popular publishing, including  
3 articles and 1 editorial. 

ICS faculty also travelled widely to academic 
and other conferences, expanding our reputation for 
excellence with a total of 14 research presentations. 

BRINGING OUR RESEARCH TO THE WORLD

Our Institutional Repository, ICS’s online database 
of faculty, student and staff publications which 
launched two years ago, continues to expand its 
reach. Our Repository is now harvested by many 
online search engines, from popular search tools 
such as Google to more academically-focused ones, 
including Theses Portal Canada and Google Scholar. 
The Repository receives inquiries from around the 
globe. We have begun using social media tools such 
as Twitter to draw attention to individual items of 
note in the Repository. Our next initiative is to make 
the Repository fully accessible on mobile devices.
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Intellectual Service to the Wider Community:  
ICS Centre for Philosophy, Religion and Social Ethics
 

CPRSE continues its innovative 
approaches to co-operative research, extending 

ICS’s reach into the broader community. Our two-
year research program, Justice and Faith, funded 
by a $200,000 grant from the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council, concluded in 2015 
with the commission and production of a one-act 
play entitled Just Faith? 

The play premiered in Toronto on February 2 to 
rave reviews, and has since been part of community 
dialogue in Vancouver and Ottawa. We received 
additional funding to produce a professional video of 
Just Faith?, which will form part of a toolkit church 
groups can use to create their own forums. 

Encouraged by the funding and success of this 
project, CPRSE is drafting a grant proposal for a 
research partnership on religious contributions to 
best practices in mental health care. 

In addition to our research work, CPRSE provided  
logistical support for ICS’s co-sponsorship of the 
Canadian Evangelical Theological Association 
conference. We also celebrated the publication of 
two books by ICS faculty: Bob Sweetman’s Changing 
to Stay the Same and Nik Ansell’s The Annihilation of 
Hell.

Ronald A. Kuipers
Director, CPRSE
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Statement of Financial Position

 2 0 1 5  2 0 1 4  

 
Assets   
Assets $2,784,748 $3,522,992 
Liabilities 371,067 235,070

Total Fund Balances $2,413,681 $3,287,922

Represented by
General Fund $1,627,513 $2,342,829
Restricted Fund 728,208 883,437
Fixed Assets 57,960 61,656

Scholarships awarded from Restricted Funds $33,000 $25,250

Note: Complete financial statements are available upon request.
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Revenues

Expenditures

Donations

Statement of General Operations, 2014-15

From investments (previous year donations) $702,339

Building partnerships income $71,028

Investment income $34,156

From Oikia fund; bursary assistance $31,700

Other income $5,902

Voluntary income $433,106

Tuition & fees $159,418

Administration $259,383

Advancement $215,317

Research Centre (including public outreach) $102,418

Academic (research, teaching, mentoring) $860,531

Bequests $28,163

Grants $44,720

Church contributions $96,523

General donations $263,700

13
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ICS  BOARD FRIENDS OF ICS 
OF TRUSTEES BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Christina Belcher Matt Bonzo

Matt Bonzo Peter Borgdorff

Peter Brouwer Neal De Roo

Neal De Roo Alice Greidanus

John Kamphof Morris Greidanus

Philip Preville Edward Hayley

Ansley Tucker John Kok

John Valk Tim Postuma

James VanderBerg Luke Seerveld

Aileen Van Ginkel Johannes Witte

James Van Manen

Kenneth Van Wyk

Stewart Worden

Support & Partnership 

ICS HAS ALWAYS THRIVED IN COMMUNITY! 

This past year, our focus in advancement has been 
on partnering with our supporting community and 
other organizations to increase awareness of ICS, its 
programs and its impact. With the help of members 
of the ICS and Friends of ICS boards, we are raising 
up ambassadors and champions across Canada and 
the United States who are helping us provide the 
communication channels and connecting points we 
need to build these relationships and expand our 
network.

We are very grateful for the faithful work of these 
volunteers in helping us make these key connections 
to our communities. And we are very thankful for 
our steadfast and generous supporters who partner 
with us prayerfully and financially. 

Thank you for your partnership with us! In  
community, together we can help ensure that ICS’s 
influence and sustainability in Christian higher  
education is for the long-term.
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Message from the Board

We believe ICS is an irreplaceable insti-
tution, offering unique graduate programs 

rooted in the rich scholarly heritage of Reformed 
Christianity and drawing freely and critically 
on insights from other traditions. Thanks to the 
leadership of Doug Blomberg and all our faculty 
and administrators, ICS experienced another year 
of God’s blessings, consolidating the foundation for 
our educational programs, our research work and 
community service for the years ahead. 

As the Board of Trustees, we are working  
diligently to establish a framework that will enable 
ICS to continue its witness to the Kingdom of 
God. Crucial to this are the strategic directions the 
Board adopted in 2014. We are progressing in our 
commitment to greater accessibility to our courses 
off-campus. We are in conversation with a number of 
potential institutional partners and hopeful we will 
soon see the fruits of our endeavours. Undergirding 
these is the reenergizing of our advancement efforts, 

where we are busy strengthening our relationships 
with supporters. 

All these efforts reaffirm the first principle of 
our Educational Creed: “human life in its entirety is 
religion.” We know faithful scholarship must engage 
with the “hinge issues” of contemporary society and 
culture, not just for scholars, but for all the people of 
God and the good of the whole world.

This is our vision as Trustees. It can only be 
fulfilled through people like you, our members. 
We need ambassadors who continue to champion 
our vision among their communities. We need 
donors who continue to support this vision from the 
blessings our Lord has bestowed. We need partners 
who rest in the assurance we are members of one 
another in the body of Christ, called to serve him in 
the mission field of higher education. At root, we are 
missionaries to academia. 

Thank you for standing with us in this mission.
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