
M.C. Smit Collection - Interdepartmental Correspondence and Committee 
Documents 

001-0012 
 

001 Werkgroep “Geloven en Denken” - Documents on Michael Polanyi 
Notes: Contains two documents: Michael Polanyi: geloof in het onuitspreekbare  (a document 

prepared for the workgroup) and what appears to be a draft of either a Master’s thesis or book 
involving Polanyi’s philosophy. 
 
002 Agenda for meeting of the Faculteit der Letteren 1976 

Notes: Agenda developed by Dr R. van Lieshout sent 11 August 1976 
 
003 Wijsgerig Gezelschap “Medium Aevum” 

Notes: Invitation to a meeting of the Philosophical Society of the Central Interfaculty of the 
VU - meeting to be held on 5 March 1977. Includes reading (by Marsilius van Inghen) assigned to be 
completed before the meeting. 
 
004 Researchgroep Geloof en Filosofie - Assorted Documents 

Notes: Collection of several documents generated by/for the Research Group dating from 
1971-1973. Each of these documents appears to be incomplete - they are all photocopies which are of 
the first page of a multiple-page document. This has been determined by the image of a paperclip on 
the top left corner of the pages included. 
 
005 Gesprekskring Reformatorisch Filosoferen 

Notes: Document provided by Sander Griffioen for discussion entitled “Vrede met de Rede?” 
The document remains undated. 
 
006 Centrale Interfaculteit Communication 1978 

Notes: Administrative Action: Access Restricted until 2030 
 
007 Centrale Interfaculteit Organizational Document 1981 

Notes: Document pertaining to the organization of committees surrounding the 1981 Faculty 
Conference entitled “Concern About Science.”  
 
008 Introducing Anakainosis 

Notes: Document inviting subscribers to the (then) new quarterly periodical Akainosis , which 
was published under the auspices of the Institute for Christian Studies for the Association for the 
Advancement of Christian Scholarship (AACS) with Albert M. Wolters acting as editor, beginning in 
1978.  
 
009 Mededeling nota t.a.v. de taakstelling van mw. drs. A.T. Brüggemann-Kruyff binnen de 
Commissie Wijsgerige Vorming 

Notes: Explanation of the role Dr. A.T. Brüggemann-Kruyff would play in the Commissie 
Wijsgerige Vorming (Commission for Philosophical Formation) beginning in March 1979 
 



0010- Correspondence Regarding Microfilms of VU PhD Dissertations 1977-1978 
Notes: Contains copies of correspondence between  J. de Ruiter, Rector Magnificus of the 

VU and representatives from University Microfilms International as well as memos from de Ruiter to 
the of the Library Committee regarding the agreement between the VU and UMI.  
 
0011-Correspondence Regarding Rules/Organization of the Central Interfaculty at the VU 1978 

Notes: Letter between the Vereniging voor Wetenschappelijk Onderwijs op Gereformeerde 
Grondslag and the leadership of the Central Interfaculty of the VU surrounding questions of 
organization of the Central Interfaculty.  
 
0012-Regeling betreffende de voordracht voor benoeming van wetenschappelijke medewerkers en 
wetenschappelijke assistenten 

Notes: Settlement Regarding the Nomination for Appointment of Academic Staff and 
Academic Assistants 
 
0013-Documents Pertaining to the Formation of a Bibliography for Theoretical History 1962 

Notes: Contains personal correspondence from J.M. Romein, the organizer of the project, to 
Smit, as well as documents explaining the rationale of forming the bibliography and a (partial?) draft 
of the bibliography itself, heavily annotated. 
 
0014-Werkgroep “Vrijheid”1978 

Notes: Documents pertaining to the research program for the Workgroup on Freedom 
 
0015-Documents Regarding the Founding of the Kuyper Chair at the VU 1977-1980 

Notes: Contains correspondence and committee documents 
 
0016-Voorstel tot Wijziging van het Reglement van de Centrale Interfaculteit 

Notes: Proposal to Amend the Rules of the Central Interfaculty 
 
0017-Memorandum inzake het delegatiebezoek uit Grand Rapids en Toronto 1978 

Notes: Document gives information on the visiting delegation (Prof. N. Wolterstorff from 
Calvin College and Profs. B. Zijlstra (Zylstra) and H. Hart from the Institute for Christian Studies) 
who visited the VU on 22 November 1978. Information includes discussion topics from the meeting. 
 
0018-Documents Regarding Debate About Article II.4.2. of the Faculty Rules of the VU 1978 

Notes: Contains documents outlining the history of the debate and the steps the Centrale 
Interfaculty took to bring the debate to a conclusion. 
 
0019-Letters from Dr. A.H. Bredero, Dean of the History Subfaculty: 18 April, 21, 28 May, 1979 

Notes: Letters from Dean to Faculty of Letters (Humanities) on the subject of selecting a 
candidate for an honorary Doctorate from the VU on the occasion of its 100th Anniversary. 
 
0020-Letter Re: Sumito Haruna 

Notes: Letter from J.H. Santema (adjunct secretary) to the VU faculty introducing them to 
Sumito Haruna, a Professor from Japan, who spend the 1979/1980 school year on sabbatical at the 
VU. Also includes a copy of a letter (in English) from Prof. Haruna introducing himself to the faculty. 



0021-Documents from Workgroups 1978 
Notes: Includes document on the Workgroup “Geloven en Denken” (Believing and Thinking) 

with handwritten notes by Smit and a document regarding a meeting with some of the Department 
Heads at the VU. Includes a list of then-current PhD candidates and their dissertation topics. 
 
0022-Verslag van de 39e vergadering van de faculteitsraad op vrijdag 24 September 1976 

Notes: Report on the 39th meeting of the Faculty Council on Friday 24 September 1976 
 
0023-Betreft: despensatie ten aanzien van instemming met de doelstelling van de Vrije Universiteit bij 
benoemingen 23 Mei 1973 

Notes: Discusses policies on the appointment of faculty at the VU 
 
0024-Betreft: Commentaar op de G.U.O. (Gespreksgroep Universitair Onderzoek) nota 1973 

Notes: Relays the evaluation of VU’s research practices by the Discussion-group for 
University Research 
 
0025-Letter on M.C.Smit’s re-focus on the History of the Mediaeval Era 11 August 1970 

Notes: Translation of this letter seems to reveal that this announces Smit’s relinquishing of at 
least some teaching duties in the theory and philosophy of history as practice and will be focusing 
instead primarily on the history and philosophy of the Mediaeval period. Unfortunately, some sections 
of this letter remain opaque even in translation; making it difficult to tell if this was a decision made 
voluntarily by Smit or if it was a decision made for him by the Central Interfaculty of the VU. 
 
0026-Outline of Teaching Responsibilities 3 July 1970 

Notes: Outline of teaching responsibilities (and committee assignments?) of various 
professors of History at the VU including Smit. The history of these assignments go back to 1955 at 
maximum, depending on the length of time the professor had been employed by the VU. 
 
0027-Verslag van de bespreking inzake de wijsgerige vorming in de Faculteit der Wiskunde en 
Natuurwetenschappen 17 April 1972 

Notes: Report on a discussion on the philosophical training of those in the Faculty of 
Mathematics and the Natural Sciences.  
 
0028-Letter to Central Interfaculty Regarding M.C. Smit’s Teaching Duties 10 February 1972 

Notes: Describes Smit’s assignment to teach in philosophy of history as well as philosophy 
more generally. 
 
0029- Correspondence regarding M.C. Smit’s status as a professor at the VU April-December 1970 

Notes: While there are clearly some correspondence missing, it appears from the 3 pieces of 
correspondence remaining that the Central Interfaculty of the VU wanted to release Smit from his 
teaching duties after he completed a term of substitute teaching for S.U. Zuidema after Zuidema was 
taken ill. However, this never occurred due to the removal of budgetary restrictions. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


