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ABOUT THIS ISSUE:
TENDING THE HEARTH
How do I respond to the call of justice?
What does religious language mean today?
How do I practice leadership as a follower of Jesus?

E

very year a new cohort of Junior Members graces ICS with its presence, with each
of them preparing to work for several years
on a graduate program of study. This year, it
is our privilege to welcome nine new Junior Members across all four of our current programs: the
MWS-ART (with its focus on art, religion, and theology), the MA-EL (with its focus on educational leadership), the MA, and the PhD. Additionally, we are
opening our doors to countless new students pursuing certificates and taking individual courses. Each
of these students arrives in our school community
with their own, unique, burning questions.
This year’s ICS Junior Members come to us with
questions about the influence of religious traditions
on economic life, about the impact of the Christian
scriptures on the practice and interpretation of the
arts, and about the meaning of religious language in
modern life. They come wondering how to follow Jesus
in positions of leadership, how to nurture their love of
teaching while pursuing a call to administration, and
how to respond to the call for justice from indigenous
and other marginalized people in educational settings.
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These questions are provoked by their lived experience
as professionals, by their participation in the life of
faith communities, by their practice of citizenship,
and by previous stages of their own education. In this
issue of Perspective you will hear these Junior Members’
urgent and important concerns in their own words.
I imagine ICS as a hearth, offering a warm welcome
to these burning questions, affording Junior Members
a context in which their questions can contribute new
energy and light to our communal pursuit of wisdom.
Indeed, ICS seeks to be an academic community
that allows its Junior and Senior Members to bring
their whole being, with ready sincerity, to bear on
their scholarship. The kinds of questions that our
incoming Junior Members bring with them—and the
lived experiences out of which these questions have
emerged—suggest to me that these students embody
a realization of this aspiration, and in doing so they
bring our whole community closer to being the kind
of school we want to be.
Gideon Strauss is ICS’s Academic Dean & Senior
Member in Leadership & Worldview Studies.
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Ronald A. Kuipers

BURNING QUESTIONS
FOR BURNING HEARTS
They said to each other, “Were not our hearts
burning within us while he was talking to us on the
road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?”
—Luke 24:32

“
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hat are you discussing with each
other while you walk along?” Jesus asks
two of his followers after his resurrection. Not recognizing him, they respond
with a question of their own: “Are you the only
stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things
that have taken place there in these days?” “What
things?” Jesus answers, with yet another question.
After they relate the astonishing events of the past
few days, and speculate about their meaning, Jesus
chides them with still another question: “Was it
not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these
things and then enter into his glory?”
I have long been fascinated by this story of Jesus’s
post-resurrection appearance to two of his followers
on the road to Emmaus. What I had failed to notice
before, however, is the role that questions play in
this story. That might be because at first blush they
look like rhetorical rather than authentic questions.
But a closer look reveals how these questions create
space for and thus invite others into conversation, a
conversation that carries the potential to transform
each other and their relationship to the world.
Perspective
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The story itself is
utterly mysterious,
inviting more
questions. The
travellers do not
recognize Jesus at
first, but they are
rapt as he opens the
scriptures to them.
They recognize the
power of his words,
without recognizing
Jesus himself.

The story itself is utterly mysterious, inviting more questions.
The travellers do not recognize
Jesus at first, but they are rapt as
he opens the scriptures to them.
They recognize the power of his
words, without recognizing Jesus
himself. Then, after they convince
their fellow traveller to share a
meal with them, they suddenly
recognize Jesus once he takes the
bread and breaks it. Finally, in that
very moment, Jesus vanishes. The
travellers turn to each other, and
conclude their mysterious encounter with another
inviting question: “Were not our hearts burning within
us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was
4
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opening the scriptures to us?” The
story also leaves the reader with at
least one last question: Why does
Jesus vanish at the precise moment
his fellow travellers recognize him?
The gospels tell how many of
Jesus’ followers have powerful,
mysterious experiences of his
living presence after he was crucified, experiences that leave them
transformed. The two travellers
on the road to Emmaus turn to
each other and confess that their
hearts were burning when a Jesus
they did not recognize opened the scriptures to them.
A heart on fire—what a powerful image! It evokes the
deep passion, yearning, and desire these travellers
Institute for Christian Studies
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Burning Questions for Burning Hearts

Burning Questions for Burning Hearts

already possess for precisely the good news that Jesus
invites them to embrace. When the two travellers
finally turn to each other after Jesus disappears, their
mutual confession confirms the fact that their hearts
had in fact recognized Jesus, even when their eyes did
not. And now they are by themselves once more, but
transformed, hearts afire.
In my seminars at ICS, I ask students to perform
a presentation exercise I call ‘The Burning Question.’
I came up with the idea for this exercise because I
wanted to steer students away from simply summarizing the assigned reading, and instead invite them
to focus on the intellectual, existential, and spiritual
issues the reading raises for them. In the reading,
where does a volatile combination of passion and
intellect erupt for you? Focus on that part of the text
and unpack it for the rest of the class in an attempt to
Institute for Christian Studies

explain why it arouses your perplexity and desire to
understand. In this way, I hope to create a safe space
for students to bring their spiritual passion, their
burning hearts, into the classroom.
But what about my own burning question about
this story on the road to Emmaus? Why does Jesus
disappear at the very moment his fellow travellers
recognize him? I have entertained the idea that Jesus
disappears precisely at this moment because that is
exactly when his gospel of healing and transformation
penetrates to the very core of their being, and they
no longer need him to be physically present to teach
them about the way they will go. I like to think that,
in that moment, Jesus does not abandon them, but
instead vanishes into, and indeed becomes, the fire
in their hearts, and the grace of his passion can now
fuel their efforts to join with the rest of the Messiah’s
disciples in seeking God’s coming kingdom of shalom.
In the first letter of John, we are taught a similar
lesson about God’s presence in absence: “No one
has ever seen God,” we are told, yet “if we love one
another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in
us” (1 John 4:12). In love, God is with us even though
we never see God—sort of like Jesus after he vanishes.
When we are in the caring hands of this love, we are
never alone. What is more, the space created by God’s
love can handle any burning question we carry into
it, without fear.
We strive to make ICS a school that welcomes
students’ burning questions and creates spaces for
the wider public to entertain similar questions as well.
These questions burn because we all have hearts that
desire to seek, know, understand, and ultimately join
the way divine love is working to heal and transform
the world. The work we do at ICS, if it is blessed, will
fan the embers of divine love smoldering in all of us,
setting hearts aflame with our Messiah’s passion. It’s
a risky, incendiary project—we’re not supposed to
play with fire, after all—but it is an absolutely vital
one. Burning hearts have burning questions, and
somewhere we must make a place for them.
Ronald A. Kuipers is ICS President & Associate
Professor of Philosophy of Religion.
Perspective
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Julia Henderson | Ontario | MA Program

I

n Gravity and Grace, Simone Weil speaks of the “simultaneous existence of incompatible things in the soul’s bearing,”
of a “balance which leans both ways at once.” For her, the true
mystery of the crucifixion “lies in a contradiction, for it is both a
free-will offering and a punishment which [Christ] endured in spite
of himself.”
My work—philosophical, political, or poetic—is bound by the
enduring belief that something very important happens when we
insist on two simultaneous yet incompatible truths. Here and there I
find writers who witness and investigate this tension, poets like John
Ashbery and philosophers like Franz Rosenzweig and Jacques Derrida. If I have one big question, it could be the same mystery at the
heart of Weil’s rendering of the crucifixion, a mystery tucked into the
center of polarized forces. I want to ask: what happens there? Something unknowable maybe, unthinkable certainly.
No matter how far I wander in new intellectual directions, I find
myself here—like in a Jorge Luis Borges story where every new corridor takes you back to the same room. It is my hope to chew through
this question for the next two years at ICS, particularly as it pertains
to Simone Weil’s philosophy. But in truth, I hope to reach a notquite-answer, like the asymptote of a curved line that will never quite
close the distance. Mysteries are frustrating and joyful. Thankfully,
ICS seems like the right place to sit in such confusion.
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Chris Bryant | Texas | MA Program

M

y interest in Reformational Philosophy
began with my studies at Westminster Theological
Seminary (WTS). One of the assigned readings in my
“Apologetics 101” class was Creation Regained by former
ICS Senior Member Al Wolters. As I started investigating similar
writings, I found out more about ICS. I was always interested in the
possibility of studying here, but time, money, and place in life were
always limiting factors.
Fast forward nine years after finishing my Master of Arts at WTS,
the COVID-19 pandemic hit and schools were challenged with continuing to offer instruction in a socially distanced way. In the spring
of 2021, ICS’s Reformational Philosophy course was offered at a time
that worked for me, so I decided it was just the opportunity I needed
to test run the school and my desire to do more graduate work. As
providence would have it, I did have the desire to go further, and I
applied for Fall 2021 admission to the MA in Philosophy.
My research interests are varied, and it seems like what I want
to focus on changes by the day as I am intrigued by a wide array of
topics. I am studying part-time (one class per semester) so I have a
little more time than traditional students to narrow in on a possible
thesis topic. At the moment, though, my questions and my broadlevel interests are in the areas of philosophical theology, the possible
intersections of theology, philosophy, and science (specifically mathematics); and 20th century continental philosophy.

8

Perspective

Institute for Christian Studies

David Lee | Ontario | MA Program

P

rior to coming to ICS, I graduated from the Master of
Divinity program at Knox College and received my BFA in
Film from York University. In addition to my studies, I currently serve at St. Timothy Presbyterian Church in Etobicoke,
overseeing Youth and Young Adults ministries.
I have always been interested in the limitations and possibilities
of language—particularly religious language—and the meaning
which its utterances have in our secular context. This preoccupation of mine developed organically over the years, shaped largely
by my bicultural background as well as my experiences working in
the church. My interest became more defined as I contemplated the
possibility of pursuing further studies after seminary. Thanks to an
unexpected encounter with Dr. Ron Kuipers and the subsequent discovery of our shared research interest in the philosophy of Ludwig
Wittgenstein, it took very little convincing for me to choose ICS.
As I begin my journey at ICS, some of the ‘burning questions’ that
emerge out of my interest are: Can the function (and purpose) of
religious language be transformed from that of mere explanation
and toward one of evocation? To what extent can one speak of one’s
religious beliefs and experiences in a meaningful way, and let one’s
own life speak for the rest? How might the answers to these questions help one articulate the unique message of the Christian faith in
a truthful, responsible, and compassionate manner when engaging
with the secular West today?
While tending to these questions, I also hope to broaden my
understanding of philosophy as a whole and to discern the scholarly
voice that lies deep within me.

Institute for Christian Studies
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Ahmad Banki | Quebec | MWS-ART Program

N

ot having any social media or internet at home—not
even a cell phone—people look at me as if I were a Martian. To give a rough estimate, I was born about 1000 years
too late. The milieu of the 10th century would have been
a perfect fit for me. I have always been intrigued by what I consider
one of the most sublime contributions of the Middle Ages: Christian
monasticism. I find it shocking to think that monasticism has been
almost entirely discarded as a way of life; that we no longer even
think about it; that we have lost the capacity to take it seriously. And
if it is ever brought up, it is only to be disparaged, derided, and thrust
aside. Why? How have we arrived at such an arrogant, contemptuous,
and self-righteous sense of values? Why aren’t we more troubled by
being so disconnected from the worldview and historical practices
of our own Christian role models? What of this spirt can we revive
today? And how?
To be frank, I don’t know the answer. I don’t know if there is an
answer. However, I think that the Reformed tradition may be able
to help me tackle these questions. On one hand, it acknowledges
the sacredness of every aspect and step of creation, which is a very
mystical view. On another hand, it emphasizes individual responsibility, which can guide the person to introspection and perhaps open
a window to those authentic experiences which attracted the early
mystics and monastics. Am I reading too much into it?

Institute for Christian Studies

Perspective

11

PhD PROGRAM

12 Perspective

Institute for Christian Studies

Traver S. Carlson | Oregon | PhD Program

O

ver the last three decades, a turn is occurring
in Christian pedagogy toward embodied practices as the
primary modality of formation relative to one’s faith. In
Digital Life Together, David I. Smith (ICS MPhilF, 1997)
and his colleagues conclude that practices like slow reading have
prompted greater discernment regarding the use of technology
in learning communities (314-5). Such practices center embodied,
purposeful interaction between persons or texts. The theory
behind this approach argues that doing practices shapes a person
at the deepest level. Intentional practices guide one’s gut feeling
of the world and others; they shape what stirs the soul.
The long history of this theory is evident in the practice of slow
reading when traced to its roots in Lectio Divina. The practice of
Lectio Divina, or sacred reading, is central to monastics living under
the Rule of St. Benedict. Throughout the day’s physical labour, aimed
at the love of the neighbour, one meditates on the text through
repetition “by heart and mouth” (Adalbert de Vogüé, The Rule of
St. Benedict: A Doctrinal and Spiritual Commentary). The slowness
and attentiveness of Lectio Divina require the reader to hold off on
ready meanings. Listening with this charity to the text shapes how
she “reads” those she encounters.
In my studies at ICS, and like the practices I describe above,
I aim to connect the dots between points in the conversation on
embodied practices and formation relative to faith across its long
history. I believe that by looking at the roots in this way, we might
better measure the yield of this approach to pedagogy as we labour
to cultivate shalom.
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Stacy Kok | Ontario | MA-EL Program

I

am currently employed as the Senior Kindergarten
teacher at Cairn Christian School in Stoney Creek, Ontario. I am
originally from Whitwell, Tennessee and I became a permanent
resident of Canada in 2003. I met my husband, who was born
and raised in Ontario, while teaching at a missionary school in Indonesia more than twenty years ago. We have been together ever since
and now have four teenage children.
Being an educator is my career. Being a Christian educator is my
calling. As a Christian educator, I feel that it is my responsibility to
continually be challenged in how I teach, how I relate to my students,
and how I endeavour to meet the many needs that my students
bring into the classroom spiritually, academically, socially, and emotionally. I desire for my students to regard their classroom as a space
where they feel welcomed, are valued, and can experience joy.
It is my deep hope that through the experience I gain pursuing a
Master of Arts in Educational Leadership at ICS, my Christian worldview will be challenged, my ability to bring this worldview into the
classroom will grow, and my students will be recipients of an education that is not only academically excellent but, more importantly, is
exemplary in providing opportunities for Christ-like development
and maturation.
Becoming a student again after 25 years is exciting. I look forward
to growing academically and enlarging my Christian worldview in
the realm of education. Obtaining my MA-EL through ICS and having that foundational Christian education influence in my life and
teaching fills me with a sense of eagerness and anticipation.

Institute for Christian Studies
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Kevin Otter | Ontario | MA-EL Program

I

am a teacher and a lifelong learner. As an adult with
ADHD I rely on my relational strengths, passion for history
and storytelling, and intrinsic love for reading and writing
to engage my students in their learning. I have become quite
interested in how a reading of the Bible that is rooted in the love
of Jesus, informed by historical context, and attuned to the literary devices that communicate the themes which permeate a given
text can together increase levels of student engagement.
My goal is to give students tools for cultural discernment,
allowing them to build meaningful and accepting relationships,
and to develop an intimacy with Jesus and the book that tells his
story. Within this framework, I would love to see schools take
deliberate steps toward becoming communities of grace, nurturing students who reflect the love of Christ in how they love all
their neighbours.
I see the Master of Arts in Educational Leadership program at
ICS as the perfect venue for me to engage these ideas on a deeper
level, inform my teaching, learn from other educators, and share
my experiences and methods with them. Whether the MA-EL
enriches the teaching I’ve already been doing for twelve years or
leads me to new experiences and professional opportunities in the
future, I see this program as another step in my lifelong journey
of developing the methods and wisdom to learn and share that
learning with others.
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David Park | Ontario | MA-EL Program

R

ecently, I was chosen to be the new principal for
Pickering Christian School in Ajax, Ontario. Coming to
ICS for the Master of Arts in Education Leadership, my
desire is to better prepare myself as a leader and designer
of the educational environment in which our staff and students
find themselves.
As I begin this program of studies, one of the burning questions I seek to dive into more deeply is: What needs to change or
evolve in the Christian education landscape in order to allow our
students and staff to thrive in an ever changing society? Having
not followed one of the “normal” pathways to the role of principal
gives me a unique perspective on my position. Specifically, my
journey has enabled me to reflect on the preconceived “norms”
within our schools that need to be challenged or adjusted to
ensure that we don’t miss the opportunity to develop or invest in
the individuals who grace our hallways every year.
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Carla Buckingham | Ontario | MA-EL Program

A

s a Christian school educator and vice principal, I am
passionate about Christian education. I have the honour of
teaching grade eight students and I love to inspire them in
their learning and in their relationships with God. Three
years ago I was challenged to be a part of the leadership team at my
school, John Knox Christian School (JKCS) in Oakville, Ontario.
I remember thinking, why would anyone want to work in the office
when they could be teaching? Despite my initial reaction, I was
mentored into a space where I understood I could be teaching my
students but also helping shape the direction of our school!
From vision casting and strategic planning, to developing curriculum, learning, and health and safety during a global pandemic—
I hit the ground running. Each day I have the honour of serving as
the Vice Principal of Learning at JKCS and each day I am more sure
of my passion for leadership in the realm of education. The irony is
that I have very little experience as a student of Christian education.
I realized that teaching experience is a wonderful way to learn, but
that the next step in my journey now involves being educated on
how to be an effective leader in a Christian elementary school.
To that end, I believe that the flexibility and Christ-centered
learning I can engage with at ICS is a perfect fit for me. Essentially,
I want to serve my school, and I desire to gain the tools and wisdom
to do that well. With only one class under my belt, I am more convinced than ever before that ICS is the right place for me. I love the
collaboration, combination of theory and praxis, and the challenge
of learning with my peers. I hope to become a reflective practitioner,
intentionally modeling leadership and learning practical skills that
I can apply wherever God calls me to go next.
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Elizabet Aras

MAKING MEANING
IN THE SPACES
BETWEEN US
What do our spaces—and especially our
new world of digital classrooms and physical
distance—mean for the experience of learning?

T

he road that led me to ICS is not commonly travelled; however, it makes sense to me
that I ended up in this place and that, somehow,
I find ways to relate to everyone here. Together
with the support of our donors, Board of Trustees,
and Senate, as well as with the involvement of Junior Members, Senior Members, and staff, we form
a coherent whole at ICS. My burning question as I
interact with current and prospective students in my
role as Registrar and Student Services Coordinator
is: how has this community managed to become such
a coherent space where even the odd ones—like me—
feel like we belong?
I am a second generation immigrant, a polyglot,
and a believer in learning by doing. I grew up in a segregated area of secular Sweden, in a Syriac Orthodox
household in which my father was a deacon and an
Aramaic mother tongue instructor at church. When
the time came to choose a career path, it was natural
Institute for Christian Studies

for me to study early childhood education using Reggio
Emilia’s “Children’s 100 Languages” approach, an educational philosophy where the multitude of languages
represents the infinite potential we all have from an
early age. Within this approach, instruction is driven
by the learner’s potential to wonder, to communicate,
and to learn in individual ways. Conversely, the learning
process is sustained by the support and involvement
of the entire community.
Before coming to Canada, I worked as a preschool
teacher in Sweden, where the Reggio Emilia approach
inspires the national curriculum. The goals and
guidelines in the Swedish Curriculum for Preschool
(daycare and kindergarten in the Canadian context)
state that “preschool should be characterised by a
pedagogical approach, where care, socialisation, and
learning together form a coherent whole” (p. 9, Lpfö
98, Rev. 2010). This approach reminds me of ICS, as
our instructors not only teach but become co-learners
Perspective
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Making Meaning in the Spaces Between Us

in each seminar, and our community provides ongoing
According to the Reggio Emilia approach, the
support to the learning that takes place in the classenvironment should have as much personality as
room each academic year.
“the first teacher” (the instructor) and “the second
According to Loris Malaguzzi, the founder of the
teacher” (the student). So recognizing the enviReggio Emilia approach, the room should be utilized
ronment as the third teacher is not about how we
as “the third teacher,” because the space between
decorate the space of instruction, but how we make
learners can create countless learning opportunities.
use of the space in which we gather, share meaning,
Every year as a teacher, when I was
and construct new knowledge.
planning and preparing the lessons
If we can reimagine the corners
that would take place starting in
of our virtual classrooms—or
August, I had to consider every
our homes—as rooms inside a
corner of my classroom, as well
physical space, we should be able
Recognizing the
as reflect on the outdoor learning
to utilize the video conference
environment as
environment. In my preparation, I
rooms, online breakout rooms,
would ask myself questions such as:
and chat rooms we “inhabit” as
the third teacher
How do I welcome new and returnspaces where we can still have
is not about how
ing children into an environment
meaningful interactions. These
that sparks inquiry and encourages
surroundings can take on a life
we decorate the
exploration? Will the space I have
of their own as they reflect “the
space of instruction,
designed stimulate their minds and
ideas, ethics, attitudes and culture
engage their bodies, or will it create
of the people” who participate in
but how we make
a barrier between their questions
them, but only if all the “teachers”
use of the space in
and the materials in front of them?
are open to it.
Lately, I have been reminded
I believe that my experience
which we gather,
a lot about this concept of “l’amfrom the Swedish preschool
share meaning,
biente come terzo educatore” (the
taught me how to care for and
environment as a third teacher)
see potential in individuals who
and construct new
in light of the instructional shift
are part of a whole. And it seems
knowledge.
brought about by the covid-19
to me that ICS is not merely a
pandemic. I have the utmost
space where students exist in the
respect for the teachers and propresence of others, but that it is a
fessors who have had to teach
“third teacher” that compels stuonline—or “outside” of a physical
dents to gather, to share meaning,
learning environment. By gathering online, they
and to construct knowledge over a number of their
are reducing the risk of spreading the virus, but is
most formative years. It is an alternative, open space
it possible for teachers to create dynamic learning
that differs from mainstream higher education in a
experiences within these safer—but perhaps more
positive way. It brings me so much joy when new and
educationally sterile—environments? In responding
prospective Junior Members recognize for themselves
to these questions, I find myself preoccupied with
that ICS is not a typical graduate school, but a place
where I am not, rather than where I am together with
where they are invited to share their voice, to use
others. While it is true that the pandemic has forced
their language, and to fully belong.
us to gather in more intimate contexts, with most of
us suddenly allowing others “to enter into” our homes,
Elizabet Aras is Academic Registrar & Student
what about the spaces that we have lost?
Services Coordinator at ICS.
Institute for Christian Studies
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Jeffrey Dudiak

SHARPENING OUR
FOCUS: ON CRITIQUE
AND SELF-CRITIQUE
How do we, as Christians, and particularly as Christian
scholars, continue to see the world through a Biblical
lens, and at the same time (and with much care and
discernment) allow that which comes to light through
that lens to help us sharpen the focus of the lens itself ?

B

efore I arrived as a Junior Member in
the fall of 1983, I saw a promotional poster
for ICS that showed a pile of weighty philosophical books to the left side of the photograph, and a well-worn Bible beside them on the
right side. Under the stack of the seminal philosophical texts was written: “We read a lot of these.” Under
the Bible appeared the words: “But never without
this.” I have not seen one of these posters for years
(if I had one I would put it up in my office), but the
image has stayed with me throughout the intervening decades, and continues to animate my academic
agenda to this day.
My unfailing appreciation for ICS stems from the
fact that at the Institute I was introduced to the ongoing challenge of thinking Christianly—in a profound
and thoroughgoing way—and given some important,
22 Perspective

academic tools to begin to do so. That does not just
mean studying the Bible alongside all of the other
things we are reading, or ignoring everything else
because we have the Scriptures, but learning how to
immerse ourselves so deeply in the Biblical story that
its instruction in faithfulness becomes the very lens
through which everything else is seen. How to do
this well has been for me a “burning question” (both
inspiring and perplexing) ever since.
Among the philosopher’s central tasks is “critique.”
We are, of course, very good at criticizing others, and
take positive (if too often perverse) joy in doing so!
What we are less good at, and often stubbornly resistant to, is self-critique. We habitually, conveniently,
and sometimes deliberately, forget the warning of
Jesus to attend to the board in our own eye before we
obsess about the speck in the eye of someone else! It is,
Institute for Christian Studies

Sharpening our Focus: On Critique and Self-Critique

I believe, absolutely central to the project of Christian
thinking to critically (that is, prophetically) discern the
contours of “culture” through our Biblical lens, but it is
equally important to the project of Christian thinking
to critically (that is, prophetically) examine our understanding of the Biblical lens itself. If liberal theology
tends to be too acquiescent in allowing modern culture
to grind out of the Christian lens any contours that
might bring critical light upon contemporary, liberal
assumptions, conservative theology tends to be too
self-satisfied with its established understanding of
the lens, and becomes more interested in defending
it “as is” than it is in refining it. Responsible Christian
scholarship, at least in my view, must attend with
equal vigour to critique and self-critique, the former
powerfully but humbly (powerfully because humbly)
offered within the context of the latter.
Institute for Christian Studies

In short: How do we, as Christians, and particularly as Christian scholars, continue to see the world
through a Biblical lens, and at the same time (and
with much care and discernment) allow that which
comes to light through that lens to help us sharpen
the focus of the lens itself? I have carried this question
and this challenge, burned into my consciousness and
conscience while a student at the ICS, with me to The
King’s University in Edmonton, where for over two
decades I have striven to welcome my own students
into the project of Christian scholarship, itself in the
service of the gracious gospel of Jesus Christ—always
the same, ever anew!

Jeffrey Dudiak is an ICS alumnus & Professor
of Philosophy at The King’s University
Perspective
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